FALL 2020

BACK TO
SCHOOL
2020-2021 Policies and Procedures
for Parents and Students of Nativity of Mary

PAGE 01

NATIVITY OF MARY

the school day

AT-A-GLANCE
Nativity of Mary's COVID-19 Task Force
worked together using guidance from the
Archdiocese, CSCOE, MDH, the CDC, the
American Academy of Pediatrics, and other
experts, to create a plan that ensures our
community will remain safe and healthy
while providing a positive and robust
learning environment this year.

HOW WE WILL
COMMUNICATE WITH YOU
We will continue to keep you
updated through email. You can
also visit the COVID-19 Task
Force page on our website for
the most up-to-date information.
We will also use our multilanguage texting system when
immediate communication is
necessary.

STAYING FLEXIBLE
IN UNCERTAIN TIMES
We understand that this is
a fluid situation and ask
that you remain flexible as
we work to find the best
structure to provide a safe
educational environment
for everyone.

9.8.20

first day of school

9:30 AM
start time

4:00 PM
dismissal time
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introduction

WELCOME BACK!
We are excited at Nativity to welcome back our students for in-person learning for the 20202021 school year! In order to welcome students back into the school building, we have
responsibly planned and will take a number of action steps to lower the risk of COVID-19
transmission. When taken as a whole, these protocols create a framework that provide multiple
safeguards that reduce the spread of COVID-19. We know there is nothing more important to
you than your children and that is why we are committed to providing a safe, robust learning
environment for the upcoming school year.

A PHASED APPROACH TO RE-OPENING
DISTANCE LEARNING
As experienced last spring, but with enhancements based on our staff's review and reflection on
our spring session.
IN-PERSON WITH RESTRICTIONS
In-person learning with a combination of restrictions and strategies to reduce risk of
transmission. This is where we will begin the school year.
IN-PERSON WITH FEWER RESTRICTIONS
We will roll back some of the restrictions and strategies from Phase 2 in order to provide a more
robust learning environment while keeping some in place to maintain a safe environment.
IN-PERSON WITH NO RESTRICTIONS (BACK TO "NORMAL")
In-person learning with no restrictions or mitigation strategies needed for safe operation of our
school.

PREPARING FOR FLEXIBILITY
Our COVID-19 Task Force will continue to
meet throughout the school year to assess
each phase and whether there is a necessity
or opportunity to move to another phase. We
are committed to timely communication
when a phase change is necessary.
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our shared commitment

HEALTH AND SAFETY
We will need to work together as a community to reduce the risk of spread at Nativity. The
school has committed to promoting behaviors that reduce the spread while increasing
cleaning protocols to ensure a healthy and safe facility. We ask parents to adhere to the
commitments laid out below to assist us in keeping our students and staff safe.

OUR COMMITMENT:

STUDENTS WITH
SYMPTOMS

HAND
WASHING

Students who show symptoms of
Students will wash
COVID-19 will be sent home
hands for at least 20 seconds
and provided a safe, separate
multiple times each day.
space to wait for pick-up.

RESPIRATORY
ETIQUETTE

FREQUENT
SANITATION

NURSING
STAFF

Our staff will educate and
encourage appropriate
behaviors when coughing and
sneezing.

Areas with high touch
frequency will be part of an
increased cleaning schedule.

Our school nurse will be
available throughout the
school day. Call 952-8818160 to report any absence.

YOUR COMMITMENT:

HOME HEALTH
CHECK

Parents are required to complete
a home health check each
morning before school, including
taking your child(ren)'s
temperature.

STUDENTS WITH
SYMPTOMS

Students showing symptoms of
COVID-19 must stay home
from school. Parents must
notify the school and consult
their family physician.

PRAYER
Our faith is integral to the
education offered at Nativity
and will be continue to be part
of our daily routines.

RESPECT AND
CHARITY

We ask that everyone respect
the opinions of others by
following school guidelines and
assuming the best intentions of
others in charity.
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putting policies into practice

A DAY IN THE LIFE AT
NATIVITY

All students in grades K-8 will be
in desks spaced at a minimum of
3 ft apart and all facing the same
direction. Classes will operate in a
cohort model.

Sanitizing protocols will be in
place throughout the day while
completely disinfecting the
building at the end of the day.

Fall sports and after-school
activities are currently suspended.

Student movement will be
reduced throughout the school
day to prevent mixing of student
groups.

During Phase 2, masks will be
required for all students, staff, and
visitors. Students will have "mask
breaks" throughout the school
day.

Pick-up and drop-off procedures
will be adjusted to ensure proper
distancing. More information will
be provided prior to the start of
the school year.

We will offer hot lunch and plan
on utilizing the entire space in the
cafeteria with increased distance
between students.

We will not attend mass during
Phase 2. Father Nathan will
provide a recorded prayer service
each week.

Recess will be more important
than ever. Only one class at a time
will use equipment.

Large group gatherings will be
suspended during Phase 2.

It is uncertain if bussing will be
available in the fall.
Please work on a Plan B to
get your child to school. We will
provide updates as we learn more.

To keep our students and
staff safe, we are limiting
visitors from entering the
building. Please call the
office ahead of time before any
visit.
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planning for the year

KEY AREAS OF
PREPAREDNESS
We are committed to the Archdiocesan guidelines
for schools.

MAINTAINING
HEALTHY FACILITIES
Routine cleaning and disinfecting of
classroom surfaces, restrooms,
lunchrooms, meeting rooms and drop-off
and pickup locations.

MAINTAINING
HEALTHY OPERATIONS
Families, students and employees have
been informed of and encouraged to selfmonitor for signs and symptoms of
COVID-19 through regular health checks.

COMMUNICATING, TRAINING
AND EDUCATING
Parents, staff, teachers and all others in
the school community have been
educated on health and safety
procedures for shared involvement and
responsibility.

ADD THESE
ITEMS TO YOUR
SHOPPING LIST:

THERMOMETER

PERSONAL
WATER BOTTLE

MASK OR
FACE COVERING
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final notes

FAITH + FAMILIES
TOGETHER
We hope this booklet has given you a good overview of
what to expect when we return to school on August 31.
We still have details to work out and will share more
specifics in the coming weeks. The complete Pandemic
Preparedness and Response Plan (PPRP) will be posted
soon on the COVID-19 Task Force page on the school
website.
Thank you for your support and patience as we worked to
create a plan for a safe return to school this fall. One of the
beautiful things about our community is that we are just
that, a community. We are in this together and together
we will provide an environment that keeps our kids safe
and allows them to grow in their knowledge, faith, and
self-confidence.
Please pray with us for a safe and successful school year!
God of wisdom and might, we praise you for the wonder
of our being, for mind, body, and spirit. Be with our
children as they begin a new school year. Bless them and
their teachers and staff. Give them the strength and
grace as their bodies grow; wisdom and knowledge to
their minds as they search for understanding; and peace
and zeal to their hearts.

OUR RE-OPENING LEADERS:
Fr. Nathan
Ryan Pajak
Joanne Rachel
Becky Rodier
Wanda Hagerty
Patty Fyksen
Angie Flynn

Rebecca Hartmann
Kathy Daggett
Patty Meyer
Jody Lazo
Eric Shook
Anna Zagaria Meyer

GET THE LATEST INFORMATION
We will continue to keep you updated
through email. You can also visit the
COVID-19 page on our website for the
most up-to-date information.

https://school.nativitybloomington.org/covid-taskforce/

WWW.SCHOOL.NATIVITYBLOOMINGTON.ORG | PHONE 952-881-8160

